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HISTORY OF THE NORWALK POLICE DEPARTMENT 

The Norwalk Police Department, as it exists today, was organized in October 

1913 following an election by which the former cities of Norwalk and South 

Norwalk were consolidated into the present City of Norwalk.  The new       

Department succeeded the original department and constabulary that had 

previously existed. 

William R. Pennigton, who had been chief of the South Norwalk Police       

Department, was elected by the common Council as the first chief of the  

consolidated department.  Thomas R. Leatherland who had been chief of the 

former Norwalk Police Department was named to head the Detective Bureau 

with the rank of Detective Sergeant.  Captain’s Thomas E. Hunt of Norwalk 

and Harry J. Gibson of South Norwalk were named Sergeants. 

From 1913 to 1927 the Department was under control of the Common   

Council, one member of which was Chairman of the Police Committee. In 

1927, the Board of Public Safety was created and took over the management 

of both Police and Fire Departments. 

The officers patrolled the city on foot until 1920 when the first piece of    

motorized apparatus was purchased, a motorcycle first ridden by the late  

Officer Jarvis S. Murray.  The first police cruiser was a Model T Ford          

purchased in 1925.  While police cruisers have evolved and are still in use 

today, motorcycles were discontinued in 1932.  From the original Model T, 

the department fleet has grown to today’s present size of 65 marked         

vehicles and 60 unmarked vehicles, prisoner transport van, mobile police 

precinct, emergency services vehicle, four wheel drive vehicles, Dog Warden 

vehicles, 3 police boats and 9 police mountain bikes.  Two-way radios were 

installed in the police cars in 1941. Prior to that time officers used call boxes 

to receive calls for service.  Today’s force consists of 181 sworn officers, 38 

civilian personnel and 6 police dogs. 

Chief Pennington retired in 1933 and was succeeded by Chief Jerry Dorney.  

In 1936, the department management was again changed when the Board of 

Police Commissioners was created and appointed to manage the department.  

The three members Police Commission comprised of the Mayor and 2   

mayoral appointee’s is responsible for the overall management of the        

department, and conducts its regular business meetings on the third Monday 

of each month.   

Since the department’s inception in 1913, 4 members have been killed in the 

like of duty.  The are; Sergeant Frank Stratton killed 10/13/30; Sergeant Ni-

colas Fera killed 7/29/71; Patrolman Sherrold Gorton killed 6/20/62 and 

Patrolman Marco Carias killed 3/20/82 

  



HOW TO REACH THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

 
EMERGENCY               911 

ROUTINE CALLS              203-854-3000 

 

Administrative Services      203-854-3020 

Chief of Police        203-854-3001 

Community Police Services     203-854-3005 

Community Services/Crime Prevention   203-854-3074 

Communications/Dispatch Supervisor   203-854-3098 

Deputy Chief of Police Administration   203-854-3053 

Deputy Chief of Police Operations    203-854-3002 

Desk Officer         203-854-3051 

Detective Bureau       203-854-3011 

Detective Bureau Supervisor     203-854-3027 

Internal Affairs/Professional Standards   203-854-3007 

ID Lieutenant        203-854-3164 

Headquarters Lieutenant      203-854-3052 

Patrol Lieutenants       203-854-3057 

Patrol Supervisor (1st Plt)      203-854-3058 

Patrol Supervisor (2nd Plt)     203-854-3059 

Patrol Supervisor(3rd Plt)      203-854-3060 

Planning/Research & Accreditation    203-854-3015 

Property                203-854-3063 

Records               203-854-3009 

Recruitment/Training      203-854-3003 

Special Services       203-854-3012 

Special Victims Unit       203-854-3008 

 

Norwalk Department of Police Services 

One Monroe Street  

Norwalk, CT 06854 



 



City of Norwalk 

Board of Police Commissioners 

 

Honorable Harry W. Rilling 

Mayor 

 

Fran Collier Clemmons 

Commissioner 

 

Kelly Staniti 

Commissioner 

 

 

Norwalk Police Department 

Command Staff 

 

Chief Thomas Kulhawik 

Chief of Police 

Appointed Chief in 2008 

 

Deputy Chief Susan Zecca 

Deputy Chief of Police 

Appointed in 2013 

 

Deputy Chief James Walsh 

Deputy Chief of Police 

Appointed 2018 



Sworn Personnel Seniority List 

 

RANK                              NAME                         APPOINTED               RANK APPOINTED  

Chief   Kulhawik, Thomas 07-29-83   07-12-12 

Deputy Chief Zecca, Susan  07-07-88   03-22-13 

Deputy Chief Walsh, James  07-07-88   06-28-18 

Lieutenant  Resnick, Paul  10-10-83   11-22-01 

Lieutenant  Lowe, William  10-27-88   02-21-07 

Lieutenant  Cunningham, Brian 10-15-92   10-02-08 

Lieutenant  Mattera, Thomas  09-25-80   10-02-08 

Lieutenant  John, Praveen  09-23-91   07-23-09 

Lieutenant  Weisgerber, Arthur 09-19-88   08-02-12 

Lieutenant  Lepore, Marc  05-09-96   09-06-12 

Lieutenant  O’Connor, David  07-10-86   03-22-13 

Lieutenant  Lepore, Melissa  10-01-98   10-31-13 

Lieutenant  Roncinske, Thomas 04-10-89   02-27-15 

Lieutenant  Blake, Terrence  10-01-98   07-16-15 

Lieutenant  Hume, Bruce  03-05-81   02-01-17 

Lieutenant  Zwickler, Jared  02-05-10   12-20-18 

Lieutenant      Dinho, Joseph   10-18-07          11-24-20 

Sergeant  Lapak, Peter  03-02-78   08-16-99 

Sergeant  Moquin, Joseph  11-18-93   03-27-03 

Sergeant  Young, Lee   10-15-92   04-21-08 

Sergeant  Kalmanides, Stefanos 04-29-99   08-20-08 

Sergeant  Sedlock, Drew  11-27-00   10-02-08 

Sergeant  Proudfoot, Jeffrey 01-09-97   08-06-09 

Sergeant  Fern, Thomas  03-08-90   01-27-11 

Sergeant  Calise, Salvatore 08-01-96   06-23-11 

Sergeant  Gulino, Sofia  07-15-04   04-19-12 

Sergeant  Scanlan, Jason  11-27-00   09-06-12 

Sergeant  Fonseca, Rafael 11-27-00   04-01-13 

Sergeant  Tolnay, Alex  04-29-99   10-31-13 

Sergeant  Scully, Gregg  04-29-99   10-31-13 

 



Sworn Personnel Seniority List 

 

 RANK                     NAME                                              APPOINTED               RANK APPOINTED 

Sergeant  Markert, Kevin   09-30-04   01-27-14 

Sergeant  Sherry, Shannon  09-30-04   04-24-14 

Sergeant  Orr, David    07-19-01   04-24-14 

Sergeant  Kruger, Garrett  09-22-05   02-27-15 

Sergeant  White, Peter   11-18-93   02-27-15 

Sergeant  Paulino, Nathaniel  02-16-06   01-28-16 

Sergeant  Mosher, James   07-15-04   01-28-16 

Sergeant  Evarts, Ryan   05-18-06   10-01-16 

Sergeant  DeLallo, Richard  10-04-07   02-01-17 

Sergeant  Bisceglie, Justin  04-03-08   03-02-17 

Sergeant  Podgorski, Tomasz  06-28-12   12-20-18   

Sergeant      Zwillich, Robert   09-17-17             05-16-19 

Sergeant            Cisero, Dominick        09-30-04             11-24-20  

Detective  Maloney, William  07-21-83   01-26-89 

Detective  Thompson, James  07-07-88   09-21-06 

Detective  Marquis, Timothy  11-27-00   10-02-08 

Detective  Lapak, Kristina   02-25-99   06-23-11 

Detective  Hudyma, David   07-15-04   12-22-11 

Detective  Serio, Daniel   04-17-08   09-06-12 

Detective  Taranto, John   07-15-04   10-31-13 

Detective  Imparato, Christopher 02-05-09   04-24-14 

Detective  Fitzmaurice, Daniel  09-30-04   04-24-14 

Detective  Downer, Courtney  02-25-99   10-23-14 

Detective  Kougioumtzidis, Nikolaos 02-16-06   07-16-15 

Detective  Sura, John   11-10-11   10-01-16 

Detective  Collins, Brendan  08-09-07   03-02-17 

Detective  English, Patrick  01-17-08   03-02-17 

Detective  Pugliese, Michael  09-20-12   02-28-19 



Sworn Personnel by Seniority  

 

 OFFICER                                  APPOINTED                   OFFICER                                            APPOINTED 

1. Zavodjancik, William 07-23-81  32. Lovallo, Bruce  01-17-08 

2. Silva, Michael  08-21-87  33. Rodriguez, Julio   04-03-08 

3. Williams, Carl      04-21-88  34. Monteleone, Domenic 04-03-08 

4. Tiani, Larry       09-19-88  35. Castaldi, Robert  04-17-08 

5. Cote, Michael  11-02-89  36.  McSalley, Michelle 12-05-08 

6. Ouellette, Russell 09-23-91  37. Sefcik,Daniel  02-05-09 

7. Daley, George  10-15-92  38. Montanez, Richard 02-05-09 

8. Vetare, David  10-15-92  39.   Van Rensburg, Francois       02-05-09 

9. Kovlakas, Anastasios 10-15-92  40.   Lipeika, Kyle                02-05-09 

10. Delgado, Hector  11-18-93  41. Matsen, William  02-05-09 

11. Billingslea, Monica 11-18-93  42. Smith, Terrance  02-05-09 

12. Suda, Mark   11-18-93  43.   Proto, Louis   02-05-09 

13. Jaeger, Stephen  04-04-96  44.  Salley, Jeremy  02-05-09 

14. Deak, Bryan                 01-09-97  45.  Mulkern, Adam  09-04-09 

15. Haggerty, John  01-09-97  46. Sgritta, Christopher 10-13-09 

16. Holms, Christopher 01-09-97  47.  Zavitz, Jon   10-13-09 

17. Sixto, Jean-Maxime                01-09-97  48. Nash, Jermaine  02-05-10 

18. Nieves, David  02-25-99  49. Anderson, Scott  03-25-10 

19. Giannattasio, Louie 02-25-99  50. Velazquez, Ramon                10-14-10 

20. DePanfilis, Anthony 02-25-99  51. Luciano, Steven  10-14-10 

21. Vento, Corey  11-27-00  52. Taborda, Felipe  10-14-10 

22. Boyd, Tyrone  11-27-00  53. Dascola, Nicholas  10-19-10 

23. Goñez, Vidal                09-30-04  54. Mogollon, Javier  02-07-11 

24. Peterson, David  07-28-05  55. Robertson, Neil  02-07-11 

25. Mancini, Andrew  12-22-05  56. Serrano, Luis  02-07-11 

26. Sellas, Michael  07-06-06  57. Shoenthal, Kevin  04-07-11 

27. Wright, James  03-08-07  58. DeMott, Gabriel  04-07-11 

28. Paulemon, Shoubert 06-14-07  59. Mancini, Michael  07-07-11 

29. Wasilewski, Christopher 08-09-07  60. Barrett, Brian  07-07-11 

30. Bell, John   08-09-07  61. Holmes, Richard  09-30-11 

31. Kalamaras, Thomas 10-04-07  62. Lee, Owen   11-10-11 

 

 



Sworn Personnel by Seniority  

 

 OFFICER                               APPOINTED                  OFFICER                                    APPOINTED 

63. Abruzzini, Cornell 01-17-12  94.    Claver-Obinna,Kennedy 10-19-15 

64. Busch, David  01-17-12  95. Gonzalez, Edgar  12-28-15 

65. DiMeglio, Michael 01-17-12  96. Laudano, Sara  12-28-15 

66. Versace, Kevin  03-30-12  97. Barron, James  03-24-16 

67. Geismar, David  04-09-12  98. Hamm, Brian  05-05-16 

68. Wargo, Paul  04-09-12  99. Martinez, Ariel  05-05-16 

69. Frattaroli, Joseph 10-01-12  100. Acosta, Jaime  05-05-16 

70. Tejada, Ramon  10-01-12  101. Seitz, Richard  06-27-16 

71. Green, Andrew   10-25-12  102. Kassimis, Christopher 09-26-16 

72. Bryce, Akeem  12-20-12  103. Yang, James  09-26-16 

73.  del Pino, Anthony 12-20-12  104.  Yenkelum, Cortney 03-30-17 

74 Martino, Joseph  01-31-12  105. Avila, Joshua  03-30-17 

75. Cowf, Stephen  02-28-13  106.  Howard, Stephanie 06-29-17 

76. Figueroa, Nelson   04-03-13  107. DeVito, Ralph  06-29-17 

77. Nyquist, Georgia    05-02-13  108.  Ortiz, Tiffany  10-19-17 

78. Nyquist, Matthew 07-25-13  109.  Curran, Kristen  02-21-19 

79. Singh, Taranjit  07-25-13  110. Crawford, Brent 12-06-19 

80. Garbera, Theodore 08-29-13  111. Sauer, Matthew  12-06-19 

81. Petrafesa, John  01-23-14  112.  Amparo, Rawlin  04-23-20 

82. Gay, Elizabeth  01-23-14  113. Equi, Taylor   06-08-20 

83. Prada, Kimberly  01-23-14  114. Mitchell, Matthew 06-08-20 

84. Vazquez, Daniel  01-23-14                     115. Medina, Jasmine                   01-05-21 

85. Haddy, Kelly  06-26-14                      116. russo, Scott                         01-05-21 

86. Roncinske, Andrew 06-30-14                      117. bardos, Samantha            06-03-21 

87. Macaluso, Joseph 10-14-14                      118. Kassimis, james                   10-25-21 

88. Arvanitakis,Konstantine 03-26-15 

89. Colletto, Jake  03-26-15 

90. Silva, Jose   03-26-15 

91. Lusniak, Jason  09-03-15 

92. Torreso, Keith  09-25-15 

93. Aldarondo, Raul  10-19-15 



2021 Sworn Personnel Changes 

 

New Officers 

Officer Jasmine Alvarez        01-05-2021 

Officer Scott Russo                   01-05-2021 

Officer Peter Healy                   01-06-2021 

Officer Samantha Bardos       06-03-2021 

Officer Chealsey Ortiz       06-03-2021 

Officer Mario Pecirep       06-03-2021 

Officer James Kassimis       10-25-2021 

 

Resignations 

Officer Peter Healy                   01-21-2021 

New Police Department 1/06/21-1/21/21 

 

Officer Brent Crawford       04-26-2021 

New Police Department 12/09/21-04/26/2021 

 

Officer Chealsey Ortiz       06-04-2021 

Norwalk Police Department 06/03/2021 

 

Officer Mario Pecirep        06-04-2021 

Norwalk Police Department 06/03/2021 

  

Officer Taranjit Singh       06-01-2021 

Norwalk Police Department 07/25/2013-06/01/2021 

 

Officer Edgar Gonzalez        06-18-2021 

Norwalk Police Department 12/28/2015-06/18/2021 

 

Officer Joseph Martino       07-05-2021 

Norwalk Police Department 01/13/20213-07/05/2021 

 

Officer Joseph Macaluso       10-14-2021 

Norwalk Police Department 10/14/20214-10/14/2021    

 

Officer Michael Dimeglio       10-15-2021 

Norwalk Police Department 01/17/2012-10/11/2021 

 

Officer Sara Laudano       10-15-2021 

Norwalk Police Department 12/28/2015-10/11/2021    

    

Officer Georgia Nyquist       10-20-2021 

Norwalk Police Department 05/02/2013-10/20/2021 

 

Officer Terrance Smith       11-1-2021 

Norwalk Police Department 02/05/2009-11/01/2021     

 

Officer Joshua Avila                    12-27-2021 

Norwalk Police Department 03/30/2017-12/27/2021 

 

 



In Memoriam 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Detective Vasco Willis         01-07-2021 

Norwalk Police Department 09/1/1956-11/1/1982 

 

Officer Stephen Kvance                  01-16-2021 

Norwalk Police Department 01/05/1961-5/26/1983 

 

Officer Richard “Dick” Vetare                 02-28-2021 

Norwalk Police Department 01/17/1962-1/17/1984 

 

Captain Frederick “Moose” Miller                05-11-2021 

Norwalk Police Department 07/21/1952-8/18/1976 

 

Detective Richard Saymon            05-26-2021 

Norwalk Police Department 09/18/1958-08/12/1971 

 

Officer Robert Curry             05-31-2021 

Norwalk Police Department 08/2/1987-02/28/2018 

 

Sergeant Mark Mahoney                                   12-28-2021 

Norwalk Police Department 01/20/1977- 5/08/1998 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2021 Civilian Personnel Changes 

 

  

New Hires 

 

Kevin Profit –Dispatcher        03-27-2021 

 

Katrina Godfrey-Dispatcher      04-26-2021 

 

Vanessa Barrett-Dispatcher      0 5-10-2021 

 

Joseph Felner –Assistant Animal Control Officer  06-03-2021  

 

Laurie Kalamaras        06-28-2021 

 

Stephanie Lopez        06-28-2021 

 

Ashley Rosa-Dispatcher       10-12-2021 

 

            Resignation 

 

Ashley Rosa –Dispatcher                   11-15-2021 

 



2021 Sworn Personnel Changes 

 

 

Retirements 

 

 

 

Officer Irving Bolling              01-1-2021 

Norwalk Police Department             4-21-1988-1-01-2021 

 

Officer Larry Tiani                         10-31-2021 

Norwalk Police Department        09-19-1988-12-01-2021 

 

Officer Michael Cote                       11-3-2021 

Norwalk Police Department            11-02-1989-11-1-2021 

 

Officer Andy Kovlakas             11-8-2021 

Norwalk Police Department            10-15-1992-11-8-2021 

 

Sergeant Greg Scully             12-10-2021 

Norwalk Police Department         04-29-1999-12-10-2021 



2021 OFFICERS OF THE MONTH 

 

 

 

January- Officer Russell Ouellette                                    

 

February-  No Officer of the Month  

 

March - Officer Andrew Roncinske  

                 Sergeant Drew Sedlock 

                 Officer Kimberly Prada  

 

April -   Sergeant Kevin Markert 

                 Officer Christopher Wasilewski 

                 Officer Kelly Haddy  

                 Officer Tiffany Ortiz  

 

May-      Officer Stephen Cowf 

               Officer Raul Aldarondo  

 

June -   Officer Hector Delgado               

               Officer  matthew Nyquist 

               Officer Rich Holmes 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

2021 OFFICERS OF THE MONTH 

 

 

July - No Officer of the Month 

 

August - Sgt. Sal Calise 

                   Officer hector Delgado 

                   Officer Max Sixto 

 

September-- Officer Michelle McSally 

                           Officer Paul Wargo 

                           Officer Chris Sgritta 

 

October—  Detective Patrick English 

 

November— Officer David Geismar 

 

December— Officer Stephen Cowf 



2021 Police Awards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHIEF’S LETTER OF RECOGNITION 

Off. Raul Aldarondo 

Stolen Car 

 

On May 6, 2021, Officer Aldarondo responded to Officer Cowf’s sighting of a stolen car on 

Water Street. While checking the area for the vehicle and the suspect, Officer Aldarondo 

located and detained a suspect matching the description on Meadow Street, the stolen vehi-

cle was found to be parked nearby. Officer Aldarondo’s diligence in checking the area led 

to the detention and ultimate arrest of the subject on felony charges.  

 

CHIEF’S LETTER OF RECOGINITION 

Off.  Taylor Equi 

Missing Person & Reckless Endangerment Arrest 

 

Officer Taylor Equi was dispatched to an elderly woman with severe dementia who did not 

even know her name. She was able to identify her through multiple investigative techniques 

and contact the family. The family indicated she should be with the aid as she requires 24/7 

care. It was learned that the aid left the woman alone for nearly 10 minutes and she wan-

dered off. Officer Equi was able to pursue criminal charges and arrest the aid for negli-

gent cruelty to persons and reckless endangerment. Officer Equi’s drive and knowledge of 

the law allowed her to hold the aid accountable for her actions.  

 

CHIEF’S LETTER OF RECOGINITION 

Off. Cornell Abruzzini 

Community Outreach 

 

During the summer of 2021, while Norwalk Public Schools were on break Officer Abruzzini 

went above his regular duties as an School Resource Officer in maintaining rapport, lifting 

morale, and continuing to foster positive relationships with children in Norwalk’s school 

system. Officer Abruzzini seized the opportunity to continue his commitment to students in 

Norwalk by contacting kids on their birthdays and offering autographed books as person-

alized gifts. On approximately sixty different occasions during the summer of 2021, Officer 

Abruzzini hand delivered books to students, with the inlay signed by him. He did this with his 

own resources without prompting from any school administrator or supervisor.  



2021 Police Awards 

Cont. 

These occasions were often captured and posted on social media showing kids smiling and 

parents offering praise for “Officer Cornell.” Officer Abruzzini always exemplified what 

an SRO should be to those he serves, but during the summer of 2021, amidst a worldwide 

pandemic that placed students under immense pressure and strain Officer Abruzzini was a 

beaming ray of light and positivity for a great number of students. 

 

 

UNIT CITATION 

Sgt. Robert Zwillich 

Det. John Taranto 

Det. Daniel Fitzmaurice 

Det. Richard Ribisl 

Kidnapping 

 

On January 11, 2021, the Norwalk Police Department received a complaint from a subject 

from St. Louis Missouri who was at Walmart on Main Avenue in Norwalk. He advised officers 

that he came with his girlfriend to retrieve her two children from her ex-boyfriend who 

took them without consent from St. Louis sometime before Christmas. When she left to re-

trieve the children, the girlfriend didn’t return and he called the police. After a brief in-

terview with the complaint, we were able to secure an address in Stamford where the girl-

friend kids were. Stamford PD was sent to the address and found that the ex-boyfriend left 

with the kids around 8:00 p.m.  The Detective Bureau was given this information and Ser-

geant Zwillich, and Detective Taranto started gathering information using ONSTAR and 

were able to locate the vehicle on I78 in Pennsylvania. While this was taking place, Detec-

tives Fitzmaurice and Ribisl were in a side room interviewing the complaint gathering more 

information. Both Sergeant Zwillich and Detective Taranto were able to coordinate with 

the PA State Police and ONSTAR. The vehicle was stopped after a brief pursuit with PA 

State Police. After the PA State Police interviewed the female, the ex-boyfriend was 

charged with 9 serious charges including kidnapping, kidnapping to inflict terror, strangu-

lation and various other charges. Sergeant Zwillich, Detectives Taranto, Fitzmaurice and 

Ribisl while acting as team exhibited excellent Police work to bring closure to a stolen 

car/kidnapping case.   

UNIT CITATION 

                                         Off.  John Bell   Lt. Brian Cunningham 

                                         Off.  Kimberly Prada              Lt. Terry Blake 

                                         Off.  Stephanie Howard Sgt. Sal Calise 

                                         Off. Rawlin Amparo  Sgt. Kevin Markert 

                                          Lt. Marc Lepore  Off. David Geismar 

                                          Lt. Joe Dinho   Off. Owen Lee 

                                          Det. Brendan Collins  Off. Corey Vento 

                                          Det. Patrick English   Off. Ramon Tejada 

                                          Off. Carl Williams   Off. Thomas Kalamaras 

                                          Off. Mark Suda    Off. James Barron 

                                          Off. Phil Taborda   Off. Richard Holmes 

                                          Off. David Busch   Off. Keith Torreso 

                                           Lt. William Lowe    Sgt. Gregg Scully 
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On July 11, 2021, at 1529 hours, the Patrol Division was dispatched to 15 Magnolia Avenue for a 

male subject who had threatened to shoot a victim and then shoot himself. Patrol Division Offic-

ers arrived on scene and quickly secured the area. They also assisted many people to safety who 

were at an outdoor party directly next door to 15 Magnolia. Norwalk Combined Dispatch con-

tacted the subject via phone however the subject refused to exit his residence.  The subject stat-

ed he owned multiple firearms, which was confirmed by Combined Dispatch.  It was determined 

that the subject was home alone and appeared intoxicated.   Deputy Chief Walsh ordered an Emer-

gency Services Unit response for this incident. Members of the Emergency Service Unit Tactical 

Response Team and Crisis Negotiator Team responded to the scene.   Simultaneously a Level 1 

Blue Plan response was initiated to assist with citywide operations. Personnel evacuated resi-

dents from neighboring houses and brought them to safety.  CNT personnel communicated with 

the subject via phone and via LRAD over the course of five and a half hours. This communication 

occurred from within the CNT Truck and from within the Bearcat.  TRT personnel covered perime-

ter positions and provided real-time intelligence information to the Command Post. Quick Reac-

tion Teams were set-up at the front and rear of the residence during this tense, uncertain and 

constantly evolving standoff.  During this time, Patrol Division Officers obtained an arrest war-

rant for the subject and a risk warrant for the residence.  At 2208 hours, the subject exited the 

residence and surrendered to TRT personnel. The subject was taken into custody without fur-

ther incident.  During a search of the residence, several firearms to include an AR-15 were seized. 

This incident lasted over five and a half hours during a hot Sunday in July and highlighted the 

professionalism, hard work and perseverance of Patrol Division and Emergency Services Unit Of-

ficers.   

 

MERITORIOUS COMMENDATION 

Off.  Elizabeth Gay 

Off. Stephanie Howard 

Off. Tiffany Ortiz 

 

Assault 

 

On March 4, 2021, there was an assault at the Even Hotel. During the investigation inside of 

the hotel, the suspect fled the scene after he punched Officer Taborda. Officer Taborda 

fired a Taser at the suspect, however the Taser had no effect. As the suspect fled the hotel 

and ran across Main Avenue, Officer Liz Gay engaged in a foot pursuit, calling the pursuit 

in on the radio. As Officer Gay pursued the suspect across Main Avenue, she was nearly 

struck by a vehicle on the travel portion of the highway. Responding to Officer Gay’s call 

of foot pursuit, Officer Tiffany Ortiz drove to the suspect’s location on Main Avenue where 

she saw Officer Gay chasing the suspect. Officer Ortiz immediately exited the vehicle and 

ordered the suspect to the ground. However, the suspect fell over a highway guard rail 

and was immediately physically contacted by Officer Ortiz, who began to restrain him with 

Officer Gay and Officer Taborda arriving shortly after to assist. Officer Howard arrived 

and joined the other officers at the scene. Officer Howard rode the ambulance to the hos-

pital along with the suspect and EMS personnel. While at the hospital, Officer Howard co-

ordinated the handling of the victim’s sexual assault kit during and after completion with 

the Norwalk Hospital medical personnel. Officer Howard responded to this task with sym-

pathy and dedication. Officers Gay, Howard and Ortiz reacted to this incident with bravery, 

empathy, and professionalism.  
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MERITORIOUS COMMENDATION 

Off. Andrew Roncinske 

 

Emotionally Disturbed Person 

 

On March 7, 2021, 3rd Platoon responded to 3 Arlington Street on the report of a male 

threating people outside with a crow bar. The call quickly escalated with the male stating 

he wanted to kill himself and mentioned suicide by cop.   Officers set up a perimeter around 

the male, who was standing in the street with the crow bar in hand. The male was agitated 

and was telling officers on scene they would have to shoot him. Officer Roncinske had a di-

alogue established with the male and was using verbal skills and de-escalation techniques 

and was able to get the male to drop the crow bar. The male was taken into custody and lat-

er arrested for D/V charge. Officer Roncinske’s calm demeanor and attention to his train-

ing helped de-escalate what could have been a violent encounter.  

 

 

MERITORIOUS COMMENDATION 

Off. Stephen Cowf 

Stolen Car 

 

On May 6, 2021, Officer Cowf’s spotted a stolen car on Water Street while he was working 

an extra duty job. Officer Cowf noted a vehicle being operated in a reckless manner. After 

running the plate, Officer Cowf determined the vehicle in question was reported stolen 

out of New Canaan. Officer Cowf broadcasted the vehicle, registration, and description of 

the operator.  While checking the area for the vehicle and the suspect, Officer Aldarondo 

located and detained a suspect on Meadow Street. The stolen car was found to be car 

parked nearby. Officer Aldarondo’s diligence in checking the area led to the detention and 

ultimate arrest of the subject on felony charges. Based on Officer Cowf’s keen  observa-

tion and initiative, the stolen vehicle was recovered and an arrest of the operator was 

made without incident.  

 



2021 Police Awards 

 

 

MERITORIOUS COMMENDATION 

Det. Patrick English 

Sexual Assault 

 

During the early morning hours of Saturday, October 9, 2021, a 911call was received from 

a resident who reported that an intruder had entered their home, assaulted a juvenile in-

side the home, and then fled. The caller stated they had been awoken by the victim child 

screaming, that they observed the intruder running through the house, and then saw the 

person flee out the front door. The Norwalk Police Department had responded and found 

the child shaken, terrified, and injured. The child was transported to Norwalk Hospital 

for treatment.  Detectives English and Lapak of the Special Victims Unit responded to the 

scene that morning, along with Lieutenant Art Weisgerber from Crime Scene Unit. As the 

lead investigator, Detective English steadfastly worked every lead and put forth and ex-

haustive effort which culminated in the issuance of an arrest warrant for the offender in 

a very short time. On the evening of Thursday, October 18, 2021, Detective English was able 

to locate and apprehend the suspect in South Norwalk. Detective English’s professional-

ism, commitment, and determined pursuit of the offender in this case demonstrated exempla-

ry police and investigative work. 

 

 

 

MERITORIOUS COMMENDATION 

Lt. Marc Lepore 

Off. Owen Lee 

Off. Mark Suda 

Firearms Arrest 

 

On Thursday, October 28, 2021, Lieutenant Marc Lepore, Officer Owen Lee and Mark Suda 

were conducting select enforcement in Roodner Court and observed a vehicle rapidly 

leave the complex upon noticing the officers.  The officers had the presence of mind to no-

tice this, follow the vehicle, observe multiple MV violations and gather probable cause for 

a motor vehicle stop. Upon the stop being initiated, the operator attempted to distance him-

self from the vehicle and appeared to be contemplating flight. Lt. Lepore, Officers Lee and 

Suda observed drug type scales and extreme nervousness on the part of the operator. As a 

result of the Motor Vehicle violations it was determined that the vehicle would be towed. 

During the course of the execution of the Motor Vehicle summons, an inventory search was 

conducted and a 9mm handgun with an obliterated serial number and approximately 13.5 

grams of crack was recovered. The operator was a convicted felon and held on $100,000 

bond.  
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MERITORIOUS COMMENDATION 

Off. Stephen Cowf 

Off. Owen Lee 

Off. Julio Rodriguez 

Firearms Arrest 

 

On December 10, 2021, Norwalk Dispatch received multiple reports of shots fired in the ar-

ea of 51 Chestnut Street, King Kennedy apartments, with a confirmed gunshot victim. Of-

ficer Cowf located the suspect vehicle and a chase occurred leading to a foot pursuit. The 

suspect vehicle later crashed and two occupants fled on foot. Officer Cowf along with Of-

ficers Rodriguez and Lee located and apprehended the suspects near the Maritime Aquari-

um. A fully loaded handgun along with a high capacity magazine were later recovered from 

the suspect vehicle. Due to Officer Cowf’s police instincts, calm demeanor, as well as Of-

ficers Rodriguez and Lees’ determination the incident concluded with suspect’s arrests 

eliminating any further threat to the public. 

 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD 

Off. Tiffany Ortiz 

Off. Kelly Haddy 

Disturbance 

 

On April 2, 2021, Officer Ortiz and Officer Haddy were dispatched to a disturbance and as-

sault in which it was reported that a male was assaulting a female with a stick. Upon arri-

val officers, observed a lone male acting erratically and then heard a female screaming 

from a short distance away.  Upon hearing the female, the male began running towards her. 

Upon reaching the male officers heard the female stating that it was her brother who was 

mentally ill. Officer Ortiz and Officer Haddy observed him continue to act erratically and 

then observed he had a brick in his right hand and a knife in his left hand. Working togeth-

er, they were able to maintain the safety of all involved while verbally deescalating the 

individual. The male dropped the weapons and became compliant and was taken into custody. 

 

 

LIFE SAVING AWARD 

Sgt. Drew Sedlock 

Off. Kimberly Prada 

Medical 

 

On March 23, 2021, Sergeant Sedlock and Officer Prada responded to Walmart on Main Av-

enue to a call of a victim who had stopped breathing and whose heart was no longer beat-

ing. After initial care by two Walmart employees, Officer Prada had taken over CPR respon-

sibilities. Sergeant Sedlock assumed CPR next, performing compressions on the victim until-

relieved by Norwalk Fire and Norwalk Hospital EMS while Officer Prada and the two 

Walmart employees turned their attention to the integrity of the scene and privacy of the 

victim. Sergeant Sedlock’s participation allowed the victim to be stabilized and transport-

ed to the Norwalk Hospital. 
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LIFE SAVING AWARD 

Sgt. Kevin Markert 

Off. Christopher Wasilewski 

Medical 

 

On April 19, 2021, Sergeant Markert and Officer Wasilewski both were assigned to Dis-

tracted Driving Enforcement on East Avenue near city hall at about 1230 hours. While issu-

ing a citation to an operator, another vehicle pulled up and the operator advised that his 

passenger was suffering a medical emergency. Officer Wasilewski observed a female in the 

passenger seat unconscious and began medical aid.  They had the vehicle pull to the side of 

the road to a safer position and quickly assessed the situation and determined that the vic-

tim was suffering a drug overdose and administered Narcan while also requesting addition-

al assistance.  When the first dose was not effective, a second dose was administered. They 

continued rescue breathing until Norwalk EMS arrived. Sergeant Markert and Officer Wa-

silewski used their training and issued equipment to provide lifesaving aid to the victim.  

 

LIFE SAVING AWARD 

Off. Konstantine Arvanitakis 

Medical 

 

On May 22, 2021, Officer Arvanitakis responded to an unresponsive male on King Street. 

Due to the male’s symptoms and being identified from previous overdoses of Opiates, Narcan 

was administered as CPR was in progress. Ultimately, Officer Arvanitakis connected the 

AED and was instructed to activate the machine. After delivering a shock, Officer Arvan-

itakis assisted the victim with his breathing with a mask until the arrival of FD and EMS.   

Due to Officer Arvanitakis’ quick actions and life saving techniques, he assisted in saving a 

man’s life. 

 

LIFE SAVING AWARD 

Off. Hector Delgado 

Off. Richard Holmes 

Off. Matthew Nyquist 

Medical 

 

On June 27, 2021, Officer Matthew Nyquist, Officer Richard Holmes, and Officer Hector 

Delgado responded to Dr. Martin Luther King Drive for an overdose. They found a male was 

laying in the middle of Martin Luther King unconscious. Two civilians were on scene per-

forming life-saving procedures when Officer Delgado arrived. Using their training and ex-

perience Officers Delgado, Holmes and Nyquist recognized the medical issue and performed 

life-saving measures which included CPR, oxygen, DEFIB analyzing, and Narcan. Due to the 

extraordinary efforts of the three Officers and two civilians the male survived after being 

transported to Norwalk Hospital. 
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2021 OFFICERS OF THE YEAR 

LIFE SAVING AWARD 

Off. David Peterson 

Off. Lou Giannattasio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 7, 2021, Officers Peterson and Giannattasio were called to the Tennis Courts 

of Longshore for the initial complaint of a male fainting while playing tennis. Upon arrival, 

Officer Peterson observed that the male on the ground had fully collapsed, was not 

breathing and appeared totally unresponsive.  Officer Peterson immediately recognized 

that the male was in cardiac arrest and responded to his vehicle to retrieve his AED while 

Officer Giannattasio performed CPR. Over the next 10-15 minutes, Officer Peterson and Of-

ficer Giannattasio worked in tandem with Norwalk Fire to administer CPR and AED shocks 

to keep the male in the fight to live until he was able to be transported to the Norwalk Hos-

pital.  During this time, continuous CPR was administered along with at least (4) shocks 

from the AED device, taking the male from not breathing and no pulse to having shallow 

breaths and a detectable heart rate.  

 

Due to Officers Peterson and Giannattasio actions, the male was transported to Norwalk 

Hospital and was able to make a full recovery. Their dedication to duty, quick thinking and 

unwillingness to quit took a situation that was likely to result in death to having this man 

being able to return home to his family.  

 

Both officers were honored, along with the other First Responders, by Norwalk Hospital 

EMS in a small ceremony at the hospital.  The male victim, who has now fully recovered, was 

present at the ceremony along with his family, personally thanked the officers for their 

efforts in saving him. He also mentioned how their actions not only saved him but also saved 

their family from a holiday season without him. Norwalk Hospital staff noted that there is 

no doubt that without the quick response and lifesaving work of Officers Peterson and 

Giannattasio, the male would have definitely not survived.  
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2021 Norwalk Police Department  

Pursuits 

 

PURSUITS 2019 2020 2021 

Total Pursuits 
15 3 6 

Terminated by Agency 
3 3 5 

Policy Compliant 15 3 
3 

Policy Non-compliant 0 0 
0 

Accidents 5 1 2 

Injuries:   Officer 1 0 
0 

                Suspects 0 0 
2 

                Third Party 0 0 
0 

Traffic offense 5 0 
2 

Felony 8 3 
1 

Misdemeanor 2 0 
2 
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